144 


Chapter 4 


because they lived especially in the highlands, in closed communities. On 
the contrary, the Slavs from Greek lands were finally assimilated. I his tact 
could be explained by conversion to Christianity, especially by the mis- 
sionary activity of monks from the rural monasteries. There was no de- 
liberate action of Hellenization except this Christian mission. On the other 
hand, colonization with people from Asia Minor had an important role in 
the assimilation of the Slavs in Peloponnesus, because it increased the 
proportion of the Grecophones who survived in some cities in the area 
covered by the Slavic newcomers. 12 The Christianization and llelleniza- 
tion of the Slavs was achieved mainly in the ninth century. This process 

was called graikoa by Leon VI (886-9 12). 11 

In conclusion, Fallmerayer's theory is not completely wrong, because 
some of the present Greeks indeed descend from Slavs who were assimi- 
lated in the eighth-tenth centuries. But recognizing this does not mean 
denying the ethnic and cultural continuity between the ancient, medieval, 
and modern Greeks, Almost all the European peoples are the result of 
manifold mixtures. The present Greek people indeed have Slavs among 
their ancestors, but what matters is the survival of the Hellenic culture 
throughout the dark centuries of the early Middle Ages, which enabled 
the assimilation of the Slavs, Albanians, and Aromanians. 

Greek scientist Peter Chaianis affirms that: 

It may be correct to say that the Greek race did not survive in all its purity, if 
indeed one may speak of racial purity even among the ancient Greeks, hut it 
is not correct to say that the Hellenic race in Europe is completely extermi- 
nated. Besides, it is not really a question of race, but of culture, and of the sur- 
vival of the Greek culture, as that culture, of course, evolved throughout the 
centuries, there can be absolutely no question. In this evolution, the t lassical 
tradition, the Roman domination, and Christianity were the principal forces, 
the settlement of Slavs in Greece was of no decisive significance. 14 


THE ALBANIANS 

The origin of the Albanian people is one of the most disputed problems of 
Southeast European history, At first glance, it seems to be only a scientific 
problem, but the international relations of Albania transformed this issue 
into a controversy with political consequences. If the historians and lin- 
guists sustain the autochthonous origin of the Albanians in Albania and 
in Kosovo, then this conclusion is assumed by Albanian propaganda to 
support Albanian rights over all the regions where they are living now. If 
the historical and linguistic data do not support an ancient presence of the 
Albanians in Kosovo, then this point of view is embraced by the official 
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Serbian historiography, Both Albanians and Serbs have used theories 
about the Albanian ethnogenesis as weapons in their political propa- 
ganda. Since the establishment of the Communist regime in Albania, ar- 
chaeologists were obliged to follow a nationalist agenda whose main pur- 
pose was to provide historical justification for the isolationist policy of 
Albania and especially for the permanent dispute with Yugoslavia. 15 

The obsession with autochthony led to some extreme ideas, like that of 
the Pelasgie origin of the Albanians, which would mean that this people 
has to be considered the forefather not only of the Balkan peoples, but also 
of the Europeans. This theory was developed by a French author of Al- 
banian origin in a recent book that sustains the existence of three stages of 
Albanian ethnic identity along the last four millennia: Pelasgians, Illyri- 
ans, and Albanians. In his view, the Albanians are the most ancient Euro- 
pean people. They lived without interruption in Albania and Kosovo. 16 
We shall see below that Pelasgian origin was also claimed for the Mace- 
donian Slavs and for the Aromanians by some dilettanti. However, the Al- 
banians were the first in this contest for the oldest origin. A political 
proclamation from 1888 stated that: 

The Albanians arc descendants of the Pelasgians; Homer, the biggest poet 
ever, was a Pelasgian himself or, more correctly, Albanian. All heroes of 
Greece in Troy were Albanians, as well as Alexander the Great, Aristotle and 
many other glorious men of antiquity are erroneously characterized as 
Greeks . 17 


This strange opinion shows how the ideology forged during the period 
of national revival tried to ascribe as much as possible art old origin for 
the Albanians, in order to support their rights and their ethnic identity. Of 
course, professional historians and linguists do not share such ideas, They 
are instead divided bv a long-lasting controversy, a still open question, 
which concerns the Thracian or the Illyrian origin of the Albanians. m 

The Illyrian theory is sustained by Albanian scholars because it sup- 
ports the autochthony of their people in present-day Albania and more- 
over in Kosovo and western Macedonia. The political consequences of 
this idea are obvious. A linguist remarked that "many scholars in Tirana 
have tended to depart a priori from a theory of Illyrian continuity and Al- 
banian autochthony and then reflect on how to prove it, working indeed 
conscientiously to this eod." w Another scholar observed in his turn that 
those who admit the Illyrian continuity and the autochthony of the Alba- 
nians have forgotten the social and historical significance of the migra- 
tions that occurred in the early Middle Ages, when various populations 
came into the Balkans from the north/- 11 This remark is justified for all of 
Southeastern Europe. 
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The main arguments for the ethnogenesis of the Albanians in their pres- 
ent country and in Kosovo are: 

* the supposed Illyrian origin of the language; 

* the presence of an ancient tribe named Albanoi in present-day Albania; 

* the weak Romanization in Albania and Kosovo; 

* the place-names of ancient origin transmitted by the Albanian lan- 
guage located in Albania, Kosovo, and southern Serbia; 

* the existence of an archaeological culture dated to the seventh-eighth 
centuries ascribed to the Protoalbanians. 

The small number of Greek loan words in the basic Albanian lexis and 
the presence of many Latin words points to the location of the ethnogen- 
esis of the Albanians as a region far from the Greek area and at the same 
time subjected to Roman influence. That region was not Romanized but 
only influenced by the Latin language. The second issue is the Thracian 
versus the Illyrian origin of the Albanian language. It is true that some Al- 
banian words and place-names descend from Illyrian, but it was proven 
by a great specialist In the Balkan languages, Gustav Weigand, that the 
language itself was not of Illyrian stock, 21 Many linguists (not only Alba- 
nians) tried to establish a link between Illyrian and Albanian, but they did 
not achieve clear results. In fact, the phonetics and the main part of the 
lexis are of Thracian origin and for this reason are akin with the Dacian 
substratum of the Romanian language. 22 

The Illyrian tribe Albanoi and the place Albanopolis (names recorded 
by i tolemy, Gcograplua , III. 12. 20) could be located near Kruje, 25 but noth- 
ing proves a relation with the medieval Albanians, whose name appears 
for the first time in the eleventh century in Byzantine sources. The name 
given by the Albanians themselves is Shkipetari ("eagles"), but they are 
recorded in medieval sources with the names Arbanitai, Arberi, The 
names Arbcr ("Albanian") and Arberi {"Albania") are used now by the 
Albanians who immigrated to southern Italy, but not by those from Alba- 
nia. The origin of this ethnic name is the word arber, which comes from 
the Indo-European root alb - = "mountain, tableland." 24 

The territory of Albania was not entirely Romanized, although it was 
included from an early period in the Roman state (168 bci), Only in the 
plains and on the seashore was Romanization quite successful. Latin in- 
scriptions were discovered in this region. There are no proofs for the sur- 
vival of the Illyrian language in the Late Roman period (as some Alba- 
nian philologists supposed in order to establish a link with the future Al- 
banian language). The surviving Illyrian person names and the represen- 
tations of Illyrian popular dress on tombstones are not enough to prove 
the so-called resistance against Romanization. 25 The continuous use of the 
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names Ilh/ncum and Uhfti in late ancient writings does not prove the per- 
petuation of the non- Romanized Illyrians, as some researchers have sup- 
posed. 26 Like the same name lllyrioi used by the tenth-twelfth-century 
Byzantine authors for the Serbians, the late ancient name Illy ri was an 
archaism that did not reflect the real existence of an Illyrian people. On 
the other hand, it is certain that the region traversed by Via Egnatia (by 
the center of Albania) was strongly Romanized. Being an important trad- 
ing route. Via Egnatia attracted Ladnophone people from different Roman 
provinces. Having a great strategic value, this zone was colonized with 
Roman settlements. The mapping of Latin inscriptions and Roman settle- 
ments clearly shows the Romanization of this area. 27 We can therefore 
conclude that only the northern mountain region of Albania (Mali) re- 
mained outside Romanization. 

Romanian philologist H. Mih3escu has shown that the Latin influence 
was exerted over the Albanian language in another area than the primary 
homeland of the Romanian language. The Latin words common to Al- 
banian and Romanian are less than the words that survived only in Al- 
banian and in the Western Romance languages (45 versus 163). This 
means that the Albanian language evolved in a region with quite strong 
relations with the Western Romance languages and without a direct con- 
tact with the area where the Romanian language was born, H. MihSescu 
located this region in present-day Albania, in Kosovo, and in the western 
part of Macedonia, up to Prishtina and Bitolia. 28 Based on the comparison 
of the Latin words of Romanian and Albanian, linguist Catalina VSt&jescu 
remarked that Albanian was influenced by a disappeared Romance lan- 
guage, other than Dalmatian and Romanian. 29 

Several place-names and river names of Roman origin survived in Al- 
bania. Transmission through a Slavic language is excluded, but borrowing 
from the speakers of a Romance language, during the early Middle Ages, 
can be taken into consideration. This was the solution proposed by Yu- 
goslavian linguist Ivan Popov ic; he said that the surviving Roman people 
left the names to the Slavs and then the Albanians took them from the 
Slavs. 30 1 Ms ideas were rejected by Albanian scholars/ 1 but recently it was 
shown that a local Roman population that survived at least until the sev- 
enth century transmitted some place-names in Albania. Some of these 
names of minor importance (small hills, rivulets) are very significant for 
the intermediary position of this language, between the Romanian and 
the Western Romance languages. For instance, the place-names Shkortull 
(from ! at. n/rfus) and Volpul (from Lat. vulpes) have the suffix -id, which 
is specific for Romanian, in combination with the evolution from u to o t 
which occurred in the Western Romance area, 32 This Latin-speaking pop- 
ulation could be the missing link by which the Latin words were passed 
down to Albanian. 
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This does not mean that Latin place-names are a majority in Albania. A 
recent study on the river names in Albania has shown that a great part of 
them are of Albanian origin. The Slavic names are more widespread in the 
southern half of Albania, a plain region previously Romanized, where the 
Slavs preferred to settle during the seventh century. 1 his southern area 
suffered a deep Slavic influence, while the north kept many Albanian 
names. The terms for the mountain trees are Albanian, while those for the 
species from the plain are mostly foreign, 33 This research proves that 
Albanians l ived for a long time in the Mali tableland, where they imposed 
their names, while the Slavs did the same thing in the plain region of 
Albania. 

Did the Albanians' ancestors live in Mati since the Roman period? 
Archaeology was used to prove this, by means of the supposed common 
elements between the ancient Illyrians and the Albanians, According 
to Albanian historians, the missing link is the Komani-Kruje culture 
(seventh-eighth centuries), which is represented by finds from fortresses, 
open settlements, and cemeteries. The exhumed cemeteries and the open 
and fortified settlements of the Komani-Kruje culture (Kruje, Du r res, Dal- 
mace, Shurdhah, A phi on a, etc.) contain many objects of Byzantine fashion 
(belt buckles, fibulae, earrings, coins), imported from Byzantine towns or 
made in local workshops, 1 he Christian character is sure, at least for some 
graves. Many graves were protected with stones and bricks (a funeral rite 
of Roman origin). The cemeteries are usually located near fortresses and 
churches, Fhe Komani-Kruje culture was widespread in the northern part 
of Albania, but also in Kosovo, southern Albania, and Epirus. The official 
interpretation is that this culture was created on an Illyrian background 
by the ancestors of the Albanians, who lived without interruption in all 
these regions. 34 

On the basis of the supposed ethnic features of this culture, the Alba- 
nian homeland was located near Kruje, in the rocky region crossed by the 
river Mati, that was not Romanized and colonized in the Roman period. 
The same zone was identified with the so-called Arbanon, a region 
recorded since the eleventh century by Byzantine authors. 33 As a matter of 
fact, the real location of Arbanon was south of the Shkumbin valley Alain 
Ducellier postulates that in this area survived the ancestors of the Albani- 
ans when the neighboring areas were occupied by the Slavs. In this region 
called Arbanon they were subject to certain Byzantine influences. 3 ' 1 There- 
fore, according to this theory, the Albanians are autochthonous in their 
present country The central part of Albania was also the source from 
whence the Albanians spread to the north and south. 

As concerns the Komani-Kruje culture, the situation is more compli- 
cated than Albanian historians believe. Serbian archaeologist Vladislav 
Popovic 37 supposed that this culture was created by a Roman and urban 
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population, which cannot be identified with the Proto-Albanians, Ac- 
cording to him, this culture belonged to the Roman population living 
dlong Via Egnatia. This area remained until the seventh-eighth centuries 
under a strong Byzantine influence. The area of this culture is nearly the 
same as that where Latin was spoken in antiquity (defined on the basis of 
inscriptions). The region was Romanized. On the other hand, in the same 
area many present place-names of Latin origin are known. It is therefore 
possible that the Komani-Kruje culture was the archaeological expression 
of a Roman, not Proto-Albanian, population. 

This theory was of course rejected by the official Albanian archaeolo- 
gists, 38 but their arguments are not convincing. They cannot explain the 
large amount of Byzantine and Christian objects in the environment of 
this culture. A pastoral population like the Albanians was not able to cre- 
ate a culture of Byzantine urban fashion. j he assertion 39 that Albanians 
developed an urban civilization in the early Middle Ages and that they 
peopled the late Roman fortified settlements is fanciful. 

in 2002, the young Albanian archaeologist Etleva Nallbani received 
from the Sorbonne her PhD for a dissertation entitled "La civilisation de 
Komarti de I'antiquite tardive au haut Moyen Age: etude du mobilier me- 
tallique" (not yet published). The main ideas were summarized in two 
short studies (one of them published in a Croatian scientific journal). 4 " She 
lias abandoned the traditional theory put forward by Albanian archaeol- 
ogy, that the Komani-Kruje culture is Proto-Albanian. Instead, she em- 
phasizes the integration in the Byzantine civilization and the urban roots 
of this civilization. This new approach is shared by British archaeologist 
William Bowden, who concludes that the archaeological evidence does 
not support a single ethnic identification. On the contrary, it suggests that 
the appearance of the rich graves reflected significant social changes and 
that these communities "were participating in a European-wide medium 
of funerary practice, rather than constructing an identity that consciously 
expressed their difference from their neighbors." 41 

Sometimes, Albanian historians and linguists maintain that the area of 
the Albanian ethnogenesis includes not only the Mati tableland, but also 
all of present-day Albania together with Kosovo and some parts from 
Macedonia and Montenegro. 42 The genesis of the Albanians in Albania, 
' Kosovo, and the western part of Macedonia (the Roman provinces Epirus 
Nova, Epirus Veins, Praevalitana, and Dardania, Macedonia) is also sup- 
posed by some foreign linguists and historians. 41 

Some major ancient place-names from Albania, Kosovo, and southern 
Serbia were transmitted by the Albanian language, not by a Slavic path: 
Dyrrachion > Durres, Lissus > Lesh, Scodra > Shkoder, Isamnus > Ishem, 
Mathis > Mati, Dr inus > Drin, Naissus > Nis* Scupi > Shkup, Scardus > 
Shar, Astibos > Shtip. They prove that the ancestors of the Albanians were 
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already present in southern Serbia and Macedonia at least since the sev- 
enth century and that the Slavs took the names from them. For this reason 
some researchers hold that the ethnogenesis area of the Albanians in- 
cludes a region located north of their present homeland, a region where 
they lived even before the settlement of the Slavs. 44 

In antiquity, the territory of Kosovo belonged to the regions of Darda- 
nia and Paeonia. Dardania was an area mixed between Thracians and Il- 
lyrians. The Faeonae were Thracians, 1. L Russu defined with great preci- 
sion the spreading areas of the Thracian and Illyrian tribes. It can be 
observed that the western part of the present Kosovo province was peo- 
pled by Illyrians, while the east was Thracian. Places like Prishtina and 
Tetovo are located just on the blurred line between these territories. 45 The 
Daidanians are often considered to be a tribe with an intermediary posi- 
tion between Thracians and Illyrians. 4 * 

Dardania (Kosovo) was seen as the homeland of the future Albanians, 
where they lived without any break. 47 The name of Dardanians was put 
in relation with the Albanian word ifardhe ("pear"), whose meaning can 
also be found in the Slavic place-name Krusevac. The Dardanians were 
shepherds; their cheese (cascus dardanicus) was well-known in the Roman 
period, as was the cheese prepared by the Vlach shepherds in medieval 
Byzantium and Dalmatia. 48 The continuity of traditional occupations in 
this mountain region is obvious, but it was not linked to a specific ethnic- 
ity, Dardania was indeed a less Romanized area because the geographical 
conditions were improper for urbanization. 4 " It is possible that the ances- 
tors of the Albanians were the inhabitants of Dardania, that is in Kosovo, 
in the Roman period, but there are also other possibilities. 

The Romanization of the plain areas of the Illyrian provinces contra- 
dicts all the hypotheses based on the descent of the Albanians from a pop- 
ulation that lived there. The primary homeland of the Albanians should 
be searched for in an isolated area, were Romanization was not achieved 
and where geographic conditions allowed the survival of a pastoral pop- 
ulation influenced by Roman civilization, but not entirely Romanized. 
This region can be found in the rockiest parts of the Balkan Peninsula or 
even outside the Roman Empire (as we shall see below). The theory of 
ethnogenesis in the Mati tableland is suitable from this point of view, 
but the arguments presented above show its inconsistency, because the 
Komani-Kruje culture does not bring clear evidence for Illyrian— Albanian 
continuity in Mati. 

Romanian linguist Alexandru Fltilippide reaches the conclusion that 
the Albanians emerged as a new people in the non-Romanized enclave lo- 
cated in Bosnia between the rivers Vrbas (at west) and Drina (at east), I le 
theorizes that the Albanians descended from the Pannonians, an Illyrian 
tribe that also inhabited that area. 50 In fact, the Pannonians lived in an- 
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olher area to the north. It is otherwise true that the region proposed by 
Philippide was less Romanized. This theory, now forgotten, was based 
only on the identification of an area that was not Romanized. 

German linguist Gottfried Schramm postulated recently that Albanians 
are the inheritors of the Bessi, a Thracian tribe that was not Romanized be- 
cause it lived in the mountain regions of the provinces Dacia M edi ter- 
ra nea and Dardania. This means that the homeland of the Albanians 
should be located in southern Serbia, Kosovo, and western Macedonia. 
Schramm explains the survival of the Bessian language by early conver- 
sion to Christianity in the late fourth century, through the mission of St. 
Nicetas of Remesiana. He supposes that St Nicetas translated the Holy 
Bible into the Bessian language. According to this theory, the Bessi were 
deported at the beginning of the ninth century by the Byzantine army 
from Bulgaria to the center of present-day Albania, with the purpose of 
fighting against Bulgaria and strengthening the defense of the newly es- 
tablished province of Dyrrachion. The Bessi were previously persecuted 
by Bulgarians because of their Christian faith. In their new homeland, the 
ancestors of the Albanians took the geographical term Arbanon as their 
etlmic name. They assimilated the local populations of Greek, Roman, 
and Slavic origins." 1 

The descent of the Albanians from Bessi is also claimed by a Polish lin- 
guist in a short paper that invites researchers to debate this issued 2 and it 
was also suggested in an old study about the Amman ians. 5,1 

It is true that some unclear data about the survival of the Bessian lan- 
guage until the sixth century exist/ 1 but nothing proves that a great 
number of non-Romanized Bessi still existed until the ninth century. As 
Catalina Vat&iescu remarks, the survival of the genuine language as a re- 
sult of Christianization is unthinkable. All the known cases show that 
conversion to Christianity strengthened Romanization. So, at least a part 
of the theory expressed by Schramm does not hold up. The Christian 
Latin words in Albanian belong to several periods of influence, which are 
not easy to put into a chronological frame. Their origin is sometimes dis- 
putable.^ 5 An interesting example is qishc "church," derived by Schramm 
from the Latin ccclesia.^ 1 There is also another point of view, which 
says that this Albanian word came from the Italian chiesa." 7 In this 
case, the word could he easily explained as a testimony of the conversion 
to the Catholic rites of a part of the Albanian people, during the eleventh- 
twelfth centuries. 

The idea of A Ibani an- Romanian symbiosis in the mountains between 
Shtip and the western border of Bulgaria is not justified. Schramm took 
this idea from the old theory developed by Robert Roesler (1871) and 
Gustav Weigand (1895). also shared by some other linguists. Although it 
is certain that the common Albanian-Roman ian words could be explained 
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as Dacian survivals in Romanian, Schramm continues to put forth the ob- 
solete idea that these words show that Romanians lived together with Al- 
banians during the early Middle Ages, (In other works, Schramm tries to 
give new arguments for the politically biased theory of the late immigra- 
tion of Romanians from the Balkans to their present country.)™ 
C. Vat&jescu rejects the theory of "Romanian-Albanian symbiosis/' be- 
cause the common elements are less significant than the differences be- 
tween these languages.™ 

A viewpoint quite similar to that of G. Schramm is held by Bulgarian 
linguist Vladimir Georgiev, Based on the similarities between Romanian 
and Albanian, he concludes that the latter derived from the Gaelic lan- 
guage spoken in Moesia and that the ancestors of the Albanians came 
from the Morava basin and from Banat, w: but this theory has no support 
in historical sources. 

An older theory first expressed by Romanian scholars Bogdan Petri ce- 
icu Hasdeu (1876, 1901), Vasile Farvan (1906), and Sextil Puflcariu (1910) 
was resumed by Ion I. Russu/ 11 In a posthumous book, Russu theorized 
that the Albanians descend from the tribe of Carpi (free Dacians from 
Moldavia). The Carpi indeed colonized an area on Roman soil after the 
end of the third century* The main idea of this theory is based on the sup- 
position that a large group of people could not escape Romanization if 
they lived inside the Roman Empire, For this reason, only an immigrated 
people from Barbaricum could be considered the ancestor of the Albani- 
ans. The Carpic origin could easily explain the likeness between the Ro- 
manian and Albanian languages and even the partial Romanization of the 
Albanians. The tribe of Carpi was influenced by Roman civilization in its 
North-Danubian homeland. This influence continued to be exerted after 
they settled inside the Roman Empire, but their original language was 
preserved. Migration toward the southwestern part of the province Moe- 
sia Superior and toward Dardania could be dated in the fourth-sixth cen- 
turies, that is before the arrival of the Slavs, In the new homeland, the in- 
heritors of the Carpi took a new ethnic name, Russu supposed that this 
migration was peaceful and slow, because the Carpi remained a sedentary 
people. 

' The major problem with the theory expressed by Russu is the lack of 
data about the intermediary places occupied by the ancestors of the Alba- 
nians, between Danube and their present country. On the other hand, this 
theory explains the affinities of the Albanian language with the Roma- 
nian, better than the so-called Albanian- Romanian symbiosis in the trian- 
gle NiS-Skopje-Sofia. The common Romanian— Albanian elements are in 
this case the result of the common substratum. Settled in Dardania 
(Kosovo) and in western Macedonia by the sixth century, the ancestors of 
the Albanians were able to borrow many Greek and especially Latin 
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words, together with the loco! toponymy, before the Slavic invasions. This 
explains the transmission of several ancient place-names and river names 
through the Albanian language, without a Slavic intermediary form. It 
could be supposed that the Albanians were pushed by Slavic invasions 
from Dardania and Macedonia toward the west and southwest, to the 
higher regions. Linguist G. Iviinescu remarked that a compromise could 
be made between the ethnogenesis of the Albanians into a region not Ro- 
manized and the ethnogenesis in Dardania (Kosovo): he maintains that 
the ancestors of the Albanians arrived in Albania from a non-Romanized 
zone of Dardania, before or during the period when the Slavs began their 
migrations.* 2 

Even if 1. 1. Russu was right, it seems possible that the Albanians were 
present in the central part of the Balkan Peninsula before the Slavic inva- 
sions. Because their forefathers were Thracians or Dacians subjected to a 
partial Romanization, they are kin to the Romanians. Albanians living in 
Kosovo from ancient times has not been excluded, but this theory needs 
more proof. They survived because they took refuge in the mountains of 
northern Albania, escaping from Slavization. Historical sources record Al- 
banians in that mountain area since the eleventh century. They may have 
begun to people the plain areas as early as the ninth century. V. Popov ic 
supposes that the conversion of the Albanians to a sedentary way of life 
was due to the economic and military needs of the newly established 
Byzantine province Dyrrachion, founded at the beginning of the ninth 
century. 63 In these circumstances, the Albanian tribes became step-by-step 
a significant proportion of the population of the plain areas, surpassing 
the Slavic and Romance populations. 

The Albanian ethnogenesis remains an open question that will continue 
to fuel the propagand istic fight for Kosovo. Because no theory can be con- 
sidered certain so far, discussions about the original homeland of the Al- 
banian people could include Kosovo with a certain probability, giving 
strong proof to the Albanian claims. 


THE BULGARIANS 

One of the most fanciful ethnogenetic theories with political aims was the 
autochthony of the Bulgarians in the Balkan Peninsula. It is really difficult 
to believe that some authors affirmed that Bulgarians lived in Macedonia 
since classical antiquity, that Zeus was a name of Bulgarian origin, and 
that St. Paul christened the Macedonian Bulgarians. Yet, one of the 
founders of Bulgarian historiography, Gheorghi Sava Rakovski (1821- 
1867), launched this theory of the presence of Bulgarians in Macedonia be- 
fore the Common Era, in a book published in 1859. Romantic historiography 
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legitimate the conflicts with the Serbs by the "discovery" of a different 
ethnic origin. 
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important factor, and usually a disturbing factor, in Balkan affairs in the 
modern period. 

The same author shows how Serbia claims the frontiers of the empire of 
Stephen Dusan, while Bulgaria expresses similar pretensions on the basis 
of the maximal extent of the medieval state ruled by Sy meon. In oidei k> 
be better understood by a Western reader, he closes these remarks with a 
suggestive comparison: "one must imagine a British statesman citing the 
empire of Edward 111 as justification for claiming half of modern France." 2 
The meaning of this example is that the conquests made by medieval king- 
doms cannot justify the territorial claims of the modern states. At the same 
time, this reveals the differences between Western and Balkan mentalities. 
Only in the Balkans is medieval history still used as an instrument for 
contemporary policy, in the international and interethnic disputes for 
Kosovo, Bosnia, and Macedonia. 


KOSOVO— SERBIAN OR ALBANIAN? 

Kosovo is a tableland with an altitude of 300-500 m and a surface ol 
10.887 km 2 , located between theSar Mountains (south), Southern Morava 
(east), Kopaonik Mountains (north), and the Prokletije Mountains (west). 
In fact, the region usually called Kosovo is composed of two zones: the 
real Kosovo and Metohija (named after the numerous medieval 
monastery estates, called iiicfob). Metohija (the western part) is mainly 
agricultural, while Kosovo (the eastern part) has important mineral re- 
sources (silver, lead, coal) that have been exploited since the Middle Ages. 
The Albanian name of the Metohija plain is Dukagjini. By its position at 
the crossroads of the lbar, Binacka Morava, and Varda i valleys, Kosovo 

has an obvious strategic importance. 

Serbian or Albanian rights over Kosovo were and continue to be argued 
on the basis of ancient and medieval history. The Serbs claim the indis- 
putable value of their cultural heritage in Kosovo/ while the Albanians 
say they lived there before the settlement of the Slavs in the Balkan Penin- 
sula and, anyway, before the concjuest ot Kosovo by Serbia. Therefoie, the 
dispute concerns the ethnogenesis of the Albanians and the land settled 
by them in the period of the Slavic migrations. The still open issue of the 
Albanian origin is thus a propagandist^ weapon used by both parties, 
Some scientific works dealing with this issue are undoubtedly unbiased, 
but others were produced under political command or under special cii- 
cumstances that influenced their objectivity. The best example is the study 
by renowned Yugoslavian historian and archaeologist Vladislav Popovic 
about late ancient Albania, 5 which brings valuable proof against the the- 
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ory of the Albanian origin of the Komaru-Kruje culture, a dogma of Al- 
banian historiography. The study itself is serious, but we should remark 
that it appeared in 1988 in a collection of papers from a session organized 
in 1986 by the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts. The ultimate pur- 
pose of that session was to reject the Albanian propaganda and Albanian 
points of view about Kosovo, in the introduction of the volume, the 
deputy president of the Serbian Academy A. Isakov it, states that Yu- 
goslavian historians should bring the study of the Albanian ethnogenesis 
back into the real scientific framework, because it was biased by the lack 
of objectivity of Albanian historians. Moreover, he affirms that a sustained 
campaign against Yugoslavia is carried on in Albania, remembering "the 
well-known events from Kosovo. 

The papers presented at this session had indeed a high scientific level, 
but the conference was organized with a political target, when the inter- 
ethnic conflict of Kosovo was already fired up by the riots that occurred 
in 1981 at Prishtina. The Yugoslavian historians were thus determined to 
find various arguments against the Albanian claims on Kosovo, One of 
these arguments was the rejection of Albanian autochthony in Kosovo, 
i hey denied the Illyrian origin of the Dardanians and the Illyrian origin 
of the Albanians. The great Serbian archaeologist Mi hi tin GaraSanin, who 
drew up the conclusions of the above-mentioned session, affirmed that 
the Albanians have no historical rights in Kosovo. He claims in his paper 
that the Dardanians were Thracians, although in his previous studies he 
accepted the theory of the Illyrian origin of this tribe + H The problem of 
the ethnic origin of the Albanians and of their continuity in Kosovo was 
discussed even at the Congress of the Serbian Communist Party in June 
1982, when the speakers said that the theory of the Illyrian origin of the 
Albanian people is racist, 

Croatian historian Aleksander Stipcevic remarks that: 

In fact, tlie theory of Albanian autochthony has never been disputed with 
such determination and savagery as today, precisely when so much scientific 
proof has been produced in its support. Nevertheless, the number of re- 
searchers still today refusing to take into consideration the many arguments 
supplied by different academic disciplines has shrunk, or, more accurately, 
absolutely the only researchers who deny the theory of Albanian au- 
tochthony are Serbian. Serbian archaeologists and historians began long ago 
to dispute the autochthony theory, but this opposition increased especially 
after the great Albanian revolt in Kosova in 1981. It was therefore a conse- 
quence of a political event rather than of new scientific data. , , , The Serbs 
vigorously attacked the idea that the Dardanians were ethnically Illyrian. 
Not because they were led to this conclusion by scientific evidence, but 
purely because Kosova was the cradle of Serbian history and "holy soil 
for the Serbs, and as such could not have been inhabited by a people that 


172 


Chapter 5 


were of Illyrian stock and hence claimed by their descendants, ihc Albanians, 

. . . No Serbian researcher can freely express his opinion over the Illyrian- 
Al banian question without exposing himself to the danger of charges of high 
treason 

The opposition against the Albanian autochthony led to some unthink- 
able exaggerations. A Serbian archaeologist tried to demonstrate that the 
Albanians came from Caucasus in the seventh century. {There is indeed a 
people called Albanoi attested to in Caucasus, but there is no proof for 
such migration)* He also claims that: 

Metohija and Kosovo, as well as the areas farther to the east and south, were 
integrated into the Serb lands not later than the seventh century. It is possi- 
ble that there lived other Slavs or autochthonous population, but this has not 
been supported by convincing evidence. The Field of Kosovo attracted the 
Serbs by its situation at a divide, its fitness for cattle-breeding, for summer 
settlements and agriculture, , . , Owing to natural and geographical circum- 
stances, this area, situated south-east of Serb lands, became the core of the 
Serb state. 1 " 

Yugoslavian historians fulfilled an intensive propaganda campaign in 
order to convince the Western public of their rights. For instance, the mas- 
sive volume entitled Le Koso vo-Mctoii ija dans rhistoirc Scrbe (published at 
Lausanne in 1990) presents the historical rights of Yugoslavia in Kosovo 
until the aid of several well-informed and convincing studies that cover 
the entire history of the region from the early Middle Ages to the 1980s, 
emphasizing the permanence of the Serbs in Kosovo and the lack of his- 
torical rights of the Albanians over this region, Dur ing Hie Kosovo war, 
Yugoslavian historians succeeded in publishing a very impressive catalog 
of archaeological discoveries from Kosovo, dated from Neolithic times to 
the Middle Ages." The work indeed has scientific value, but it also has an 
obvious propagandists purpose because it shows the antiquity and 
brightness of the Slavic civilization created in Kosovo. 

The medieval history of Serbia is widely presented on the Internet. Sev- 
eral websites were dedicated to this subject during the Kosovo crisis and 
after {for instance: w w w. koso vo .com , ww w, decan Ly unet.com, www 
.srpska -mrezaxom /Kosovo), Some of them contain the texts of mono- 
graphs written bv Western scholars who embraced the Serbian point of 
view. Among these works is Hugo Roth's Kosovo Origins , first printed by 
"Nikola Pasic” Publishing House, Belgrade, 1996 — an impartial descrip- 
tion of the problems of the history of this region, from the origin of the 
Albanians to the 1980s, These websites created in Yugoslavia or by the 
Serbian diaspora give various data on the history of Kosovo, emphasizing 
its glorious Middle Ages. 
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On the other side, Albanian historians and linguists tried to give full sup- 
port to the Kosovar autonomy. During the Communist period and after, they 
tried to prove the autochthony of the Albanians in Kosovo (the Roman 
province Da rdania) by linguistic and archaeological evidence. The dogma of 
the Illyrian origin of the Albanian people dearly has this purpose. 

In 1985 the volume The Albanians and Their Territories was published at 
Tirana (there is also a German version. Die Albaner and Hire Gebiete), The 
studies were written especially by Albanian historians and linguists, but 
there is also a piece by Alain Ducellier, "Have the Albanians Occupied 
Kosova?" With his prestige as a great Byzantinist, French historian Ducel- 
lier gave great support to the viewpoints expressed by Albanian histori- 
ography He is the author of many important studies on Albania during 
the eleventh-fourteenth centuries, published since the 1960s, As concerns 
the Kosovo problem, Ducellier upholds the rights of the Albanian popu- 
lation, on the basis of its autochthony and because the Albanians became 
a majority again during the Ottoman domination. 12 

Another collection of studies, documents, and newspaper articles enti- 
tled The Truth on Kosoiw was edited by the Institute of History of the Al- 
banian Academy of Sciences in 1989 in Albanian and next in English, in 
1993. 13 Its target was to reply to another volume, published in Belgrade in 
1989, Kosovo— Past and Present (the original version of the volume was 
published in Lausanne in 1990). Among the authors who contributed to 
the Albanian miscellany are noted scholars like Skender Anamali, Eqrem 
Cabej, and Alain Ducellier. In the final part of the volume are various texts 
from the 1980s concerning political attitudes supporting the autonomy of 
Kosovo (including an interview with Ibrahim Rugova). 

This mixture of science and politics is typical for how the propaganda was 
understood at Tirana during the Communist regime and also after its fall. 
On the contrary, the volume published in Belgrade in 1988 by the Serbian 
Academy does not remember the present situation of Kosovo, except some 
brief instances in the foreword and in the conclusion. However, we should 
note that the historical and linguistic studies included in the volume pub- 
lished at Tirana in 1989 and 1993 brought important contributions to the 
knowledge of the medieval history of Kosovo. They are not propaganda 
texts, but scientific works that can be used for propagandists purposes. 

The Albanian emigration from Western Europe and the United States 
crossed over the opposition against the Communist regime of Albania, be- 
ing involved in the propaganda for Kosovo, just after the revolts in Prishtina 
in 1981. The Albanian community from New York organized in November 
1982 a symposium dedicated to the problem of the Kosovar Albanians; its 
papers were published in 1984. At the symposium Albanian specialists from 
the diaspora took part, as did French, German and American historians. The 
volume begins with a study by well-known Byzantinist and Albanologist 
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(and Albanophile) Alain Ducellier, wliich explains why Albanians failed to 
found a powerful state in the Middle Ages; he also emphasizes the Albanian 
presence in Kosovo. 14 The editors (Arshi Pipa and Sami Repishti) have 
prophetically shown that Kosovo is "an intricate ethnic problem, which, due 
to its magnitude and explosive potential, may provoke serious troubles in 
the Balkans, thus destabilizing the status quo in Europe/' 15 he book ana- 
lyzes both the past and the present, with the purpose of legitimating the col- 
lective rights of the Albanians in Kosovo through their history The situation 
of Kosov o in the Yugoslavian federation is presented from political, demo- 
graphical, and economic points of view. Although the result of a scientific 
meeting, the volume has a clear propagandists: message, addressed to pos- 
sible groups of influence able to support the autonomy or the secession of 
Kosovo. Among the other studies included in the book, we remember: An- 
ton Logo red, A Clash between Two Nationalities in Kosova (185-194), Peter 
Bart), Kosovo and Macedonia as Reflected in Ecclesiastical Reports (23-40), 
and Hartmut Albert, Kosovo 1979, Albania 1980 (103-121). In the same year 
the monograph of an Albanian author who explained for the public at large 
the evolution of Serbian- Albanian relations in Kosovo and the theory of Al- 
banian autochthony in Kosovo was published in New York. The book has 
now an online version. 16 

A scientific journal entitled The International journal of Albanian Studies 
was founded in 1997 by a group of Albanian historians led by Shi nasi A. 
Rama from Columbia University, New York. The journal has published 
studies of modern and contemporary history, but also some contributions 
to medieval history like that of Selami Pula ha. On the Autochthony of Al- 
banians in Kosova and the Postulated Massive Serb Migration at the End 
of the XV 11th Century (number 2, 1998, 1), which supports the continuity 
of the Albanians in Kosovo from antiquity to the beginning of modern 
times (it is the translation of the study published at Tirana in 1985). 

The Internet is also used for Albanian claims. An important website 
with rich data on the history of the Albanians from Kosovo, Macedonia, 
and Montenegro is www.albanian.com. For instance, the already quoted 
study of A. Ducellier about Kosovo is presented on this site. 

The Serbs are not autochthonous in Kosovo, because the Slavs as a 
whole are not a genuine Balkan population. It is likewise true that the Al- 
banians reached a majority in Kosovo during the Ottoman domination be- 
cause they benefited from that regime. We can also remark that nobody in 
this quarrel speaks about the Aromanians, although this population was 
recorded by Serbian deeds since the first years of the Serbian domination 
in Kosovo. Even the family of Balsic (Balsha) seems to be of Vlach origin. 
Kosovo became part of Serbia only in the thirteenth century when— it is 
true — it became the political and spiritual center of the state, until the end 
of the fourteenth century Serbia conquered Kosovo as part of its imperial 
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policy. This province acquired a symbolic place in the Serbian and Yu- 
goslavian national mythologies 17 for several reasons; in Kosovo ruled the 
great emperor Stephen Dusan, in Kosovo were built the most important 
Serbian religious monuments, and finally in Kosovo took place the heroic 
battle against the Ottomans in 1389* For the Serbs, as observes a Serbian 
Canadian scholar: 

a romantic, idealized vision of that medieval state was often proposed as a 
paradigm for the future in the popular discourses of politics, scholarship and 
literature. Among the Serbs and their neighbors this invocation of the past as 
a justification for present and future rights and options, the coupling of his- 
tory with contemporary issues, not only durably influenced debates about 
choices to be made today and tomorrow, but also clouded the critical exami- 
nation of historical facts. IM 

In the Serbian political conscience, Kosovo and Macedonia are still des- 
ignated as Stara Srbija ("The Old Serbia"), a name that was used without 
justification even in some Yugoslavian scientific works* ly Kosovo is a kind 
of I C oly Land of the Serbs. As is remarked in a recent analysis of the de- 
velopment of the Serbian ethnic identity, "at the moment when Kosovo 
stopped being the factual homeland of Serbian people (when the Turks 
came), it became their mythic homeland." 20 However, somebody ob- 
served that the battle of 1389 from Kosovopolje that fueled the Serbian 
victimization myth was not the battle of the Serbs for the salvation of the 
Christian world, as is often stated, because in the confrontation fought a 
regional coalition that included, besides the Serbian prince Lazar Hrebel- 
janovie, the Bosnian king Tvrtko and the Albanian rulers George II Baltic 
(Balsha) and Theodore II Muzaka (the latter lost four thousand men on 
the battlefield). 21 Therefore, Kosovo was defended both by Serbs and by 
Albanians. 

In fact, tried ieval history does not allow us to decide who now has more 
rights in Kosovo: the Albanians, the Serbs, or maybe the Aromanians? 
This is the historical reality- But reality can be manipulated according to 
the interests of each party involved, because each can find useful and 
valid arguments for its point of view, Serbian or Albanian* The use and 
abuse of medieval history is not able to resolve the interethnic conflict of 
Kosovo. 


THE HISTORICAL MACEDONIA— THE APPLE OF DISCORD 
AMONG GREECE, BULGARIA, AND SERBIA 

The troubled history of Macedonia makes difficult even the definition 
of the limits of this region, in classical antiquity, Macedonia was located 
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Communist Bulgarian historiography (also translated in the former East 
Germany), He affirms that Macedonia was one of the three heart zones ol 
the Bulgarians, together with Moesia and Thrace. The synthesis between 
the Pro to- Bu lgaria ns and the Sla vs was achieved in each of these zones. 
The participation of the Greek and Roman populations at the formation of 
the Bulgarian people is not mentioned, but it is emphasized that the an- 
nexation of Macedonia by Boris accomplished the unification of the Bul- 
garian ethnogenesis area, and that the missionary activity of St. Clement 
of Ochrid gave to Macedonia a very important place in the history of 
medieval Bulgaria. 811 In this way, as in Serbian propaganda, Macedonia 
received a symbolic central position in Bulgarian history, although from 
the geographical point of view this region is marginal. 
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